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s an actress in films, televi-
A-‘:‘iun and enstage, Olympia

Trulinkis' timing could not be
mare impeceable. Yot in veal Ffe,
you have to wonder, What could
possibly have possessad this Acad-
emy Award winner n on for a
directing gig in Ch in the deep-
Eresze months of winter?

“Oh, well,” said the actress, offer-
ing n “that’s how it goae™ Inok a3 she
sat in the lobby of the Victory Gar-
dens Greenhouse recently, drossad
in hlack leggings and boots and 2
red dowm jacket that siyllshly set off
‘her bobbied white hair and dark

EeyEs,
In fact, the thing that hes brought
Dultaleis to Chicage is Todd Logan's
new play, “Botanie Garden" — the
tale of & fortysomething widow who
iz about to start duting sgain, even
as the memory of ber hushand ba-
comes exceedingly palpable. An
added incentive was the opporta-
mity to worke with setors Carmen
Roman and James Leaming, both
Eongtime members of the Chicagn
theater community and the Ameri-
can Thester Compsny enserble
FRoman and Leaming, who are mar-
tied in real kife, often must work in
difforent parts of the coantry (shain
Mew York and elsewhereion the
East Coast, he in Chicago), but they
‘happen to to be ideal for this play

“I've knowm Carmen for about
tan years”™ sald Dukakis. *We met
at an actors' eongress in New York
and started tallking Later, I invited
her to my Manhattan spartment for
o of iy onee-a-month get-togeth-
ers, where a bunch of us talk about,

. the dilemma of being an actor, One
of the things we discuss is how we
often feel marginalized In the re-
hearsal process — unbess the the-
ater company iz partieularly fo-
cused on the actors' input, or unless
you have your own company, as 1
did twice in my kife.”

Tt was Roman who beought Lo-
gan's play to Dubakis and asked if
she would be interested in directing
ber and Leaming.

“I certainly waes interested," said
Dukakis, a handsome woman who
could easily pass for two decades
younger than her 76 years, and
whose energry and enthusiasm are
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Larmen Roman and James Leawring, married in real life, get a chance to work togother at Victory Gardens in
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the new play “Botanic Garden,” directed by Olympia Dukakis (above).

‘BOTANIC GARDEN"

+ Opens tonight; runs through
March &

+ Victory Gardens Greenhouse
Theater, 2257 N. Lincoln

» Tickets, 435

+ (773) &71-3000

&l Lo “high”

“This story needed to be told, it
was worth telling, and there was
soame beawtifal writlag in it she
said. "It still nesded some work to
help it emerge — including & great
deal of editing — but I thought 1
could rmake it happen"

“There s comedy in this play,

but it also ia very moving in the
way it showa the effort required
for us to begin our lives wgain, to
let go of the wounds and bruises,
o move on. And it's not just about
loaing a spouse; it can be about
pecple picking up after losing a job
or whatever. It's about the way
spirits don't rest until certain
things get settled.”

Although Dukealis has & long list
of film and television crodits, she
‘began her career in the theater and
has spent a great deal of her time
working &8 both an actress and di-
rector, often appearing with her
Busband, Chicago-bred actor Louis
Zawich, to whom she has been mar.
ried for more than four decades
(Zorich will visit several aeting

‘BOTANIC GARDEN’ | Veteran actress
Olympia Dukakis brings green thumb
to Victory Gardens director’s role

sehools in Chicago during the run of
the play and tallk about his book,
What Hove ¥ou Done?, a collaction
aof andition slories.)

The davghter of Greek immi-
grants, Dukalis (whose cousin,
Michael Dukakis, was the former
governor of Massachusetts and the
Democratic presidential nomines in
1988), wae born in Lowell, Mass,
She studied physical therapy at
Boston University hecause she
thought it would be a good way to
make a living and neaded 8 scholar-
ship. Dukakis then spent two years
— during the height of the U3, polio
epitlemic in the early 19508 — work-
ing with patients in Weat Vieginia,
Houston, Duluth, Minn., and
Boston,

onstage

Winter greenery

While hack at Boston University
to earn a graduste degree, she
spent several months as an associ-
ate divector at a summer theater,
and when there was a shortage of
aclresses she stepped in and was
immediately hooked. Bventuall
she started her own theate
Eoston and finally moved on to New
York. She and Zorieh would Iater
co-found the Whele Theatre, based
in Momteiniy, Nal, the! town whese
they also raisad their three (mow
grown) children. (It folded in the
eatly 15308.)

‘T've always liked being part of ¢
thenter company — the communits
of actors, the sensa of continu
said Dukakis. “T1iked being an artis.
tic direrior; but T aspeokally enjoves
being & producer”

It was not il 1587, when she
was 56, that Dukakis became “an
Overnight Enccess” in the moie:

“[Diractor] Norman Jewisor
gave me the role of Rose Castoring
{Cher’s no-nonsense Talian-Ameri
can mothar] in Moonstruck” snd il
changed my ife," zald Dukakds, whe
received the best supporting sc-
tress Oscar for her portrayal. “For
the fTeat thoe, T eould stop worrving
about money, and I could pay my
daughters college tuition without
credit eards” (Her danghter iz now
an actress and teacher; while one of
her sons works as a news producer
and the other is in the business
wnrld )}

Though clearly a little disap-
pointad that she wasn't nominated
for a supporting actress Oscar this
wear for het role in Sarah Pollay's
film, “Awvay from Her" (inwhich she
plays the caregiving wife of an
Alzheimeris-stricken man, and has
a brief fling with the hushand of a

imi icted worman played by
dulie Christie), Dukakis has two in-
triguing indie movie projects in the
affing.

“In ong, a black comedy called
‘Poor Things, [ team up with
Shirley MacLaine to scam some
homeless guys out of their insur-
ance policies” says Dukakis. “The
other movie is & road picture, and 1
play & mother traveling with her
grown children.”
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