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By MYRRA PETLICKI
Camiaer

It fakoes & certaits takend to collabo-
rate, tuat it helps when the callabora-
bors are all padsicnats shout the praj-
et That's the happy situatian with
Todd Logan's new play, "Botanic Gar-
den.” Lagan, director Olymgia Dhaka-
kis, and stars Carmen Roman and

maitted to the twi-pesson show about a
wnpman about o embark on her fir=t
date sinee the desth of her hushand
Drabeakis and Logan will discuss thear
collaborative proosss st the Wilmetbe
Thester on Thursday evenang, Jan. 17,
and the show opens Jan. 3 st Vietory

| Garders Greenhouse Theates

It s a coup landing Gl theater
and wlevision luminary Tukakls to di
rect ihe play. During a phense cofversi-
tiom frodn har Mew York home, Taka-
iz reprorted that Roman intnodisoesd
Thes b U plees. The in-demand talent
agreed o take on the project because,
as she explained: it o womeerful play
abeeat a cougle, It's 8 wanderful play
about whal goes on hetween men and
women. s a play about going forwand
im the face-of grief and tragedy. 1 think
for audiences it's going te be wery =ai-
isfying, fulfilling, fungg”

“Wonderiul actors’

Dhakaikis b pheased bo direct the b
band-and-wife team of Roman and
Leaming. who she deseribed as “won-
derful actors, We're very fortunate to
hawve this play in thelr hands."

I¥'s alsa a drearm beam o playwright

who was raised in Highland
Fark (elass af “TL) and now lives in Win.
retka. “There have been pagsanate ar-
purnents abouat things, but a1l ta for-
ward the play,” he meplained. “Eges
v bseserm st mside.”

Leagan recallod his first meeting with
Deuleakis in & New Yark restaurant, She
said of the femile charatter in “Bolan-
ie Garden.” “This waman's in paan.
We've got bo gt beneath the wards and

Figure oul what's going an”

Even prior to starting rehearsals, Di-
kalkis and Logan engaged in lengthy
disrussions about the plagy. “We hane
all sorts of conerertions about where
wat thinlk the stary i3 perhaps not cear,
wihvere we think the motivation is not
pecessarily stromg enough and whese
we think i's really working.” Dukakis
said,

Lasggam hins made a numiber of Chang-
s b Lhee BEFipt based an thsse dises-
sions. Alihough the stracture ol L
play ha=n't changed, hewas surprised
to discower that e seripd is now 1R
pages shocter “IFaomebody had sid
£ e bedfore 1 slaried the process,
“Tpeel, youa're goingg 1o-cut 10 pages,' T
prrodabily weould have said, “L'm not do
ing this""

Making cuts

Thit's because the play had alresdy
had six workshap readings at which
changes wene made. The ourment cuta
were pairless, tough, because "ILall
e sense 10 iree,” Logan said. <

ot being told, 'Cut this" Things be-
come self-evident.”

The play was actually scheduled for a
M Yark: production last September
Theat staging was canceled becanse the
producers and director Batbed heads.
After that door closed, Logan was
amazed to find another cne oponing
with Dhikakis directing.

Working with Dukakis has heen an
exriting process for Logan, “S5he's 50
diwn-io-parth, bright, passionste and
Tumrry,” T said, “Tt's been a true collab-
aration.”

Theoollaborative process is o 8
Dukakis favorite asperts of direciing,
eren Chonegh she obed that it aleo the
st dilTsciult whan pou are “trying o
leeep the play moving farward.”

Being & goad collaborator means Ge-
ing a good listenarn, Dukakis assertbed.
Alsoc VIt takes th belinf that we can all
together find what's best for us all.”

“Na ope person has all the answers,”
Laogan agreed, “Cood things come oul
of this sense of trust.”



